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me, not followers, supporters—who are Chris-
tians, who are Jews, who are Muslims, who be-
lieve in the unity of God, and who believe he
is a holy man.

But for us, the question is not fundamentally
religious; it is political. That is, we believe that
other people should have the right to fully prac-
tice their religious beliefs and that if he, in
good faith, presents himself on those terms, it
is a legitimate thing for China to engage him
in dialog.

And let me say something that will perhaps
be unpopular with everyone. I have spent time
with the Dalai Lama. I believe him to be an
honest man, and I believe if he had a conversa-
tion with President Jiang, they would like each
other very much. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President’s 161st news conference
began at 12:05 p.m. in the Western Hall of the
Great Hall of the People. President Jiang spoke
in Chinese, and his remarks were translated by
an interpreter.

Joint Statement on Anti-Personnel Landmines
June 27, 1998

The United States and China reaffirm their
commitment to ending the humanitarian crisis
caused by the indiscriminate use of anti-per-
sonnel landmines (APL). They both maintain
that efforts to eliminate the APL threat to civil-
ians should be pursued consistent with national
security requirements.

The United States and China recognize the
importance of the Amended Protocol II to the
Convention on Conventional Weapons in ad-
dressing humanitarian concerns resulting from
the indiscriminate use of landmines. They agree
to work toward the early ratification of the
Amended Protocol and urge others to ratify it
as well.

The United States and China agree to actively
pursue at the Conference on Disarmament the
commencement of negotiations on an anti-per-
sonnel landmines transfer/export ban by sup-

porting the prompt establishment of an Ad Hoc
Committee.

The United States and China commit to accel-
erate global humanitarian demining operations
with the objective of eliminating the threat of
anti-personnel landmines to civilians as soon as
possible. The United States and China reaffirm
their commitments to furnish demining assist-
ance, which could include mine awareness,
training in mine clearance, and technology for
detection and clearance, through appropriate
channels to affected countries with the objective
of promoting their indigenous capacity for hu-
manitarian demining.

NOTE: The joint statement was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary, but it was not
issued as a White House press release.

Joint Statement on the Biological Weapons Convention
June 27, 1998

Recognizing the threat posed by biological
and toxin weapons, the United States and China
reaffirm their strong support for the complete
global elimination of biological weapons. As
States Parties to the Biological Weapons Con-
vention, the two sides stress the importance of
the Convention to international peace and secu-
rity, fully support the purposes and objectives

of the Convention, and favor comprehensively
strengthening the effectiveness and universality
of the Convention.

The United States and China each reaffirm
that they are determined to strictly abide by
the provisions of the Convention, to earnestly
and comprehensively fulfill the obligations each
has undertaken, shall not develop, produce or
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